
2026 IADR/AADOCR/CADR 
General Session & Exhibition
We’re looking forward to seeing everyone at the upcoming 
IADR/AADOCR/CADR General Session in San Diego, CA! The 
Salivary Research Group (SRG) is proudly showcased 
throughout the program, and we invite you to explore our 
SRG-sponsored events (featured on Pages 2-3). We hope 
you’ll join us for many of these sessions and for the SRG 
Business Meeting on March 26th. We’ll be celebrating our 
awardees, highlighting accomplishments from the past year, 
and discussing exciting future directions for the group and 
our members. We’ll also share announcements about 
upcoming salivary research–related activities. 

Safe travels, and see you soon

March 25th-28th, 2026
San Diego, CA

IADR/AADOCR/CADR
General Session 

March 19th, 8:00 AM ET 
(Online)

OMP Connect: Oral-Systemic 
Connections and the Role of Salivary 
Biomarkers in HIV/AIDS

Salivary Research Awards
The Salivary Research Group recognizes the outstanding 
science of our members each year through two awards:
1. IADR Salivary Researcher of the Year
2. Salivary Research Awards for trainees (6 total)

Additionally, IADR awards the IADR Lion Dental Research 
Award for Salivary Research. 

We will be honoring these awardees at the SRG Business 
Meeting!

1. SRG-Sponsored Events Calendar for 
IADR/AADOCR/CADR Meeting

2. SRG Leadership & Upcoming Elections
3. 2026 Salivary Research Events
4. Recent Publications & Accolades for our 

Membership

Newsletter Contents:

Upcoming Events & Dates

March 26th, 2026
San Diego, CA

SRG Business Meeting 

May 6th-9th, 2026
EGMOND-AAN-ZEE

ACTA Saliva Symposium

July 1st, 2026
(https://www.iadr.org/Group-Network-Nomination)

International Symposium
Sjögren's Disease

IADR SRG Officer Nominations Due

Sept. 29th-Oct. 2nd, 2026
Paris, France

2027 Gordon Research Conference on 
Salivary Gland & Exocrine Biology
Jan. 31st - Feb. 5th
Ventura, CA



Wednesday, March 25th 
Blueprints for Regeneration: Lessons from 
Salivary Gland Development 
3:15 PM, Room 30E (Symposium)

Saliva Composition and Salivary Biomarkers 
for Diagnosis, Monitoring, and Treatment
11:00 AM, Hall F-G (POSTER SESSION)

Lunch & Learn: Advancing the Human Oral 
and Craniofacial Atlas through Spatial 
Multiomics
12:30 PM, Table 1, Ballroom 20D

Lunch & Learn: Multi-Omics Strategies for 
Molecular Profiling of Oral Biofluid
12:30 PM, Table 6, Ballroom 20D

Speakers: 
Dr. David Wong, University of California - Los Angeles
Dr. Walter Siqueira, University of Saskatchewan
Dr. Hend Alqaderi, Tufts University School of Dental Medicine
Dr. Chamindie Punyadeera, Griffith University

Dr. Lina Marin, University of Saskatchewan College of 
Dentistry

Thursday, March 26th 

IADR Salivary Research Group Business 
Meeting & Reception
5:30 PM, Room 28E

Saliva: From Evolutionary Origins to 
Cutting-Edge Diagnostics
3:15 PM, Room 33B (Oral Session)

Move AHEAD for Early Detection and 
Diagnosis of Pre- and Malignant Oral Lesions
3:15 PM, Room 31B (Symposium)

NIDCR Mentored Research Training and Career 
Development Opportunities
3:15 PM, Room 29B (Symposium)

Opening Ceremonies & Awards Program
5:00 PM, Ballroom 20ABC

Dr. Kevin Matthew Byrd, Virginia Commonwealth University

Navigating the Transition from Mentored 
Training to Research Career Independence
8:00 AM, Room 29C (Symposium)

Speakers: 
Dr. Lisa Sandell, University of Louisville School of Dentistry
Dr. Helen Makarenkova, Scripps Research Institute
Dr. Ali May, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

Salivary Diagnostics: Current Advances and 
Clinical Translation 
2:00 PM, Room 29C (Symposium)

Grant Policy Updates to NIH Training Programs
2:00 PM, Room 29B (Symposium)

SRG-Sponsored and 
Co-Sponsored Sessions at the 
2026 IADR/AADOCR/CADR 
General Session & Exhibition

Entire program online here: 
https://www.iadr.org/IAAppDesktop

https://www.iadr.org/IAAppDesktop


Friday, March 27th 
Oral Microbiome: a Reservoir for Clinical 
Pathogens and Antimicrobial Resistance
2:00 PM, Room 29C (Symposium)

Xerostomia in Need of Mouthwatering 
Solutions: Prospects for Future Therapies
8:00 AM, Room 29B (Symposium)

Next-Generation Computational Pathology 
of Salivary Glands 
2:00 PM, Room 30E (Symposium)

Clinical and Pre-clinical Models Advancing 
Sjögren's Diagnostics and Mechanistic 
Insights
2:00 PM, Room 28D (Oral Session)

Oral Cancer Meets Regenerative Medicine: 
Bio-engineering, Immunity & Restoration
2:00 PM, Room 31B (Symposium)

Novel Technologies, Approaches, & Models 
for Salivary Research
3:45 PM, Hall F-G (POSTER SESSION)

Speakers: 
Dr. Khoa Huynh, Virginia Commonwealth University
Dr. Bruno Matuck, Virginia Commonwealth University, 
University of Sao Paolo
Dr. Seunghee Cha, University of Florida

Saturday, March 28th

Updates to NIH's Extramural Research Project 
Grant Policies and Processes (Symposium)
2:00 PM, Room 29B

Salivary Gland Physiology, Disease, Damage & 
Regeneration 
3:45 PM, Hall F-G (POSTER SESSION)

Immunity at the Oral-Systemic Interface: 
Molecular Mechanisms and Beyond
8:00 AM, Room 29C (Symposium)

Speakers: 
Dr. Iona Ghita,  NIDCR/NIH
Dr. Isabelle Lombaert, University of Michigan
Dr. Olga Baker, University of Missouri
Dr. Sarah Knox, University of California, - San Francisco



Salivary Research Group Leadership (Current & Incoming)

President & 
Group Program Chair,
University of Louisville
Term: 6/2025 - 3/2026

Kimberly Jasmer Kevin Matthew Byrd

Become an SRG Officer
Open Elected Positions
• Vice President, (3 Year Term: 1 year as VP, 1 as President-Elect, 1 as President, 2027-2030) 
• Councilor, (3 Year Term, 2027-2030)

Open Volunteer Positions (Contact a current officer if interested!)
• Group Program Chair
• Communications (Social Media)

Vice President, 
University of Santiago de 
Compostela
Term: 4/2026 - 6/2027

President-Elect,
Virginia Commonwealth 
University
Term: 6/2025 - 3/2026

Harim Tavares dos 
Santos
Vice President, 
University at Buffalo
Term: 6/2025 - 3/2026

Kihoon Nam
Secretary/Treasurer, 
University of Missouri
Term: 3/2022 - 3/2026

Bruno Špiljak
Councilor 
University of Zagreb School of 
Dental Medicine
3/2024 - 3/2027

Nominations for the 2026 General Election are now open. 
Submit your nomination by July 1, 2026. 
https://www.iadr.org/Group-Network-Nomination 

 José Maldonado-Ortiz  
Secretary/Treasurer
Health Partners Institute
3/2026 - 3/2029

Inmaculada Tomás 
Carmona

https://www.iadr.org/Group-Network-Nomination




OMP Connect: Oral-Systemic Connections and the Role of 
Salivary Biomarkers in HIV/AIDS
March 19th, 8:00 AM ET (Online)

Register here: 
https://www.pathlms.com/iadr/
courses/74590/webinars/90545



Salivary Research Spotlight
• Aalam SMM, Varela AR, Khaderi A, et al. Establishment of salivary tissue-organoid 

biorepository: characterizing salivary gland stem/progenitor cells and novel differentiation 
marker PSMA/FOLH1. NPJ Regen Med. 2025;10(1):23. Published 2025 May 21. 
doi:10.1038/s41536-025-00410-5

• Alhaddad B, Wrynn T, Kiripolsky J, et al. IL-36 mediates immune activation in Sjögren's 
disease and may represent a novel biomarker of disease. J Leukoc Biol. 2026;118(2):qiaf183. 
doi:10.1093/jleuko/qiaf183

• Bagavant H, Guzniczak N, Makuch M, et al. Aging-associated autoimmunity in genetically 
diverse UM-HET3 mice shows an early female sex bias. Geroscience. Published online 
February 23, 2026. doi:10.1007/s11357-026-02158-2

• Hernangomez-Laderas A, Cilleros-Portet A, Marí S, et al. Saliva as a potential diagnostic 
medium: DNA methylation biomarkers for disorders beyond the oral cavity. NPJ Genom 
Med. 2025;10(1):49. Published 2025 Jun 20. doi:10.1038/s41525-025-00509-0

• Park Y, Song YS, Koh JH, et al. Salivary kynurenine pathway metabolites as potential 
non-invasive markers of glandular dysfunction in Sjögren's disease. Sci Rep. 
2025;15(1):40539. Published 2025 Nov 18. doi:10.1038/s41598-025-24287-y

• Pranzatelli TJF, Perez P, Ku A, et al. GZMK+CD8+ T cells target a specific acinar cell type in 
Sjögren's disease. Ann Rheum Dis. Published online October 28, 2025. 
doi:10.1016/j.ard.2025.08.014

• Woods LT, Jasmer KJ, Muñoz Forti K, Kearns A, Weisman GA. Salivary gland transcriptomic 
analysis and immunophenotyping in the IL-14α transgenic mouse model of Sjögren's 
disease. Front Dent Med. 2025;6:1612522. Published 2025 Jul 8. 
doi:10.3389/fdmed.2025.1612522

• Wrynn T, Osinski J, Sinha S, Romano RA. Unveiling critical signaling pathways in the murine 
salivary gland and the role of midkine. iScience. 2026;29(3):114852. Published 2026 Jan 29. 
doi:10.1016/j.isci.2026.114852

• Zhang X, Chai Y, Qiu J, et al. Functional human salivary gland organoids for tissue 
regeneration in chemically defined culture systems. Cell Rep Med. 2026;7(2):102612. 
doi:10.1016/j.xcrm.2026.102612


