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	Candidate Name: Karin Shamardani
	University: University of California, San Francisco
	Address: 308 Albion Ave
	City: San Lorenzo
	State: CA
	Postal Code: 94580
	Email: karin.shamardani@ucsf.edu
	Telephone: 408-514-7043
	Graduation Date: 2029
	Position: [Member-at-large Only]
	Reasons For Running: As a dual-degree DDS/PhD candidate at UCSF and a first-generation college student, my goal is to become a clinician-scientist who bridges the gap between basic science research and clinical dental care, with a particular focus on craniofacial conditions that disproportionately affect underserved populations. My academic journey from community college to an NIH/NIDCR F30-funded PhD program has shown me how access to mentorship and research opportunities can fundamentally change a student's trajectory, and I want to help create those opportunities for others.
Outside of the lab and clinic, I am passionate about education and actively involved in student organizations at UCSF and in the broader community. As a teaching assistant, I have had the privilege of working with freshman students discovering their passion for science and biology, and there is nothing more rewarding than watching a student's curiosity turn into confidence. That experience, alongside my mentorship and community work, has reinforced my belief that guiding students through their academic journey is just as meaningful as the research itself.
At UCSF, I have conducted NIH-funded research on the genetic mechanisms underlying cleft palate development and presented my findings at the IADR General Session. These experiences reinforced for me how essential scientific communication, networking, and peer support are to a student researcher's growth. I am eager to bring that perspective to the NSRG, collaborate with students across the region, and help expand access to research opportunities, mentorship, and professional development for the next generation of dental scientists.
	Student Activities: - Teaching Assistant, USF/UCSF Partnership for Undergraduate Mentoring and Teaching — instructed freshman undergraduate students in science and biology (May 2023–2025) 
- Alumni Mentor, Iranian Students of California PAL Program (September 2024–present) 
- Board member of the John C. Greene Society, Society of Dental Innovation, and Cleft and Craniofacial Student Association (CCSA) at UCSF (2025-present) 
- Member, Oral and Craniofacial Sciences Steering Committee, UCSF (February 2023–2025) 
- Mentor, Science and Health Educational Partnership (SEP), San Francisco (2022)
- Co-Founder and Vice President, Pre-Dental Society, West Valley College (2016–2017)
 
 
	Research Conducted: - Dual-degree (DDS/PhD) student in the Bush Lab at UCSF; NIH/NIDCR F30 fellowship recipient (F30DE033612)
- AADOCR Student Research Fellowship recipient (2024); AADOCR Hatton Competition, Senior Category - Second Place (2026)
- Poster presentations at the National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research (March 2025) and the AADOCR Annual Meeting (March 2025)
- Oral presentations at the UCSF Cell and Tissue Biology Research in Progress Seminar (May 2025), UCSF Oral and Craniofacial Science Retreat (November 2024), UCSF Research and Clinical Excellence Day (October 2024), and UCSF Oral and Craniofacial Science Research in Progress Seminar (March 2024)
 Staff Research Assistant, Diaz Lab, UCSF (2019–2021); contributed to cancer genomics research resulting in co-first authored publications in Genome Biology, Nature Cancer, and Cancer Discovery
- Research Assistant, Werb Lab, UCSF (2018–2019); Lab Assistant, Barton Lab and DNA Sequencing Facility, UC Berkeley (2017–2019)
	Academic Honors: - AADOCR Hatton Competition, Senior Category — Second Place 2026
- NIH/NIDCR F30 Fellowship (F30DE033612), 2023–2027
- AADOCR Bloc Travel Grant recipient, and AADOCR student research fellowship recipient 2025
- AADOCR Student Research Fellowship (2024)
- Berkeley Transfer Scholarship, UC Berkeley (2017)
 


