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	Candidate Name: Christina Fares
	University: Brandeis University
	Address: 2525 Van Ness Ave
	City: San Francisco
	State: CA
	Postal Code: 94109
	Email: christinafares@brandeis.edu
	Telephone: 8609903259
	Graduation Date: 2026
	Position: [MAL or RR (whichever chosen for)]
	Reasons For Running: As a Middle Eastern student at a university without a direct connection to a dental school, I have witnessed significant gaps in pre-dental advising, mentorship, and access to oral health research opportunities among my peers. These observations have motivated me to help bridge these disparities by strengthening connections between pre-dental students and AADOCR/NSRG resources. Through attending the AADOCR/CADR Annual Meeting and the IADR/AADOCR/CADR General Session, I engaged directly with NSRG board members and received mentorship through programs specifically designed for pre-dental students. These experiences demonstrated how early exposure and structured guidance can shape pathways and inspire pre-dental students to pursue careers in dental research and academia. In this role, I will prioritize outreach to pre-dental students at universities that historically educate underrepresented students, as well as institutions without affiliated dental schools. To achieve this, I will leverage NSRG social media platforms to disseminate structured information on research opportunities and AADOCR/IADR engagement, develop a centralized, accessible resource hub outlining pathways into dental academia and dual-degree programs, and collaborate with NSRG leadership to actively recruit and mentor pre-dental students nationwide. Additionally, I will organize virtual webinars featuring dual-degree trainees and professionals in dental academia to provide practical insights into diverse career paths. 
	Student Activities: Secretary and Social Media Coordinator of Brandeis University’s Middle Eastern North African Society (MENAS)
Managed organizational communications, including drafting and responding to emails regarding event planning, logistics, and cross-club collaboration.
Directed the club’s Instagram account, designing content to highlight events and initiatives and expanding outreach and strengthening visibility.

Driver for Accessible Transportation Services (ATS)
Supporting students with temporary or permanent disabilities.
Provided safe, reliable transportation across campus, ensuring timely arrival for classes and appointments.
Contributed to campus accessibility efforts by helping reduce transportation barriers for injured and disabled students.

	Research Conducted: Sexual Dimorphism in Bone Response to Metabolic Acidosis: Implications for Periodontitis
Christina Fares, Mikayla Moody, Michael Nogaj, Tyler Grubelich, Tannin Schmidt, Alix Deymier

Investigating JMJD3-Mediated Epigenetic Programming in Macrophages During Periodontitis
Christina Fares, Kisho Ono, DDS, PhD, Lingzi Mao, Danial Pirooz, Serena Findley, Fatemeh Momen-Heravi, DDS, PhD, MPH, MS
Department of Orofacial Sciences, School of Dentistry, University of California San Francisco

Study abroad in Mexico and Cuba Summer 2025
Researched and compared the public health systems across the United States, Mexico, and Cuba, with a focus on healthcare accessibility, preventative care models, and the role of government in health delivery.
Shadowed physicians and healthcare professionals in both Mexico and Cuba, gaining firsthand exposure to clinical practices in resource-variable settings.
	Academic Honors: Dean's List (semester average GPA over 3.5) throughout the 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 academic years

Finalist in the NSRG Poster competition at AADOCR/CADR 2025 meeting in New York City

Finalist in the NSRG Poster competition at IADR/AADOCR/CADR 2026 meeting in San Diego 



