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	Candidate Name: Emile Robert Karam
	University: University of Florida College of Dentistry
	Address: 2811 SW Archer RD Unit# Z239
	City: Gainesville
	State: Florida
	Postal Code: 32608
	Email: emilekaram@ufl.edu
	Telephone: +1(305) 305-4542
	Graduation Date: May 19, 2028
	Position: [MAL or RR (whichever chosen for)]
	Reasons For Running: I did not expect research to become such a defining part of my life, but somewhere between long lab hours, failed experiments, and working alongside post-docs who genuinely loved what they did, it did. By the time I finished my undergraduate years at UF, I had written an honors thesis and graduated Summa Cum Laude, but what I walked away with more than anything was a deep appreciation for what patient, collaborative science actually feels like. Joining our local Student Research Group felt like a natural next step, a way to stay connected to something that had already shaped how I think.

What inspired me to go further was attending the IADR/AADOCR Annual Meeting for the first time in March 2026. I connected with researchers across disciplines and built real relationships with dental students from universities across the country. Sitting in on the NSRG business meeting, talking with past presidents, officers, and local SRG leaders from across the country showed me how much this organization means to the people inside it and how much more it could mean to the students not yet plugged in.

Those three days, combined with my involvement in my local SRG chapter, made the decision easy. As a Member-at-Large I want to represent the membership before the Board with genuine care. As a Regional Representative I want to connect students in our region to something bigger. Either way, my commitment is the same: show up, advocate, and make it count.
	Student Activities: 1. Serve as Secretary of the UF College of Dentistry Student Research Group, managing meeting minutes, membership records, and internal communications to support chapter operations.



2. Serve as a research assistant in the Karanth Ortho-Innovation Lab, collaborating on a study evaluating virtual reality as an orthodontic education tool for dental students.



3. Hold dual roles with the American Student Dental Association as District 5 Grants and Awards Chair and Gold Crown Director, supporting student recognition and district-level initiatives.



4. Serve as Fundraising Co-Chair for the Student National Dental Association, directing chapter apparel operations from sourcing to vendor management and raising over $500 for chapter initiatives through coordinated fundraising efforts.



5. Founded and serve as President of the Armed Forces Student Dental Association at UF, building a community for dental and pre-dental students interested in military careers through outreach, mentorship, and events honoring America's service members.
	Research Conducted: 1. In the Gibson Laboratory at UF College of Dentistry, investigated Porphyromonas gingivalis host-pathogen interactions using molecular and immunological techniques, synthesizing a galE mutant and studying sphingolipid transfer in THP-1 cells as the foundation for my honors thesis: Defining the Contribution of the galE Gene in the Virulence Potential of P. gingivalis.



2. In the Munson Laboratory at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine, transformed E. coli cell lines to express the pore-forming protein Perforin-2 and isolated the protein via column chromatography, contributing to investigations of bacterial evasion of Perforin-2 activity.



3. In the Karanth Ortho-Innovation Lab at UF College of Dentistry, designed a study comparing virtual reality-based orthodontic education with conventional methods and recruited dental students to evaluate learning outcomes using a VR program developed for visualizing tooth biomechanics.



4. Presented research at the UF Spring Undergraduate Research Symposium and the Florida Undergraduate Research Conference in 2024, and at the IADR/AADOCR Annual Meeting in San Diego and UF Spring Synergy in 2026.



5.Conducted research across three distinct laboratories spanning oral biology, microbiology and immunology, and clinical orthodontics education, developing experience in techniques including immunological assays, protein isolation, and educational study design.


	Academic Honors: 1. Commissioned as an Ensign in the United States Navy through the Health Professions Scholarship Program, receiving a full scholarship in exchange for active duty service following graduation.



2. Awarded a UF College of Dentistry Research Travel Grant of $2,000 to attend and present at the IADR/AADOCR Annual Meeting in San Diego, 2026.



3. Awarded second place at the UFCD Spring Synergy research competition, accompanied by a $500 travel grant, for the project titled Evaluating the Effectiveness of Virtual Reality in Orthodontic Education, conducted as part of the UF College of Dentistry Research Track Program.



4. Awarded a UF College of Dentistry Student Seed Grant of $3,000 for the project titled Development and Testing of an Augmented Reality Program for Orthodontic Bracket Placement.



5. Selected for the University Scholars Program and awarded a $1,750 grant for the project titled Defining the Contribution of the galE Gene in the Virulence Potential of Porphyromonas gingivalis.


