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	Candidate Name: Khushroop Kaur
	University: University of Illinois Chicago
	Address: 801 S Paulina St
	City: Chicago
	State: IL
	Postal Code: 60612
	Email: kkang25@uic.edu
	Telephone: 
	Graduation Date: 05.28
	Position: [Regional Representative Only]
	Reasons For Running: I am applying for the NSRG Midwest Regional Representative position because it will allow me to share my research interests and connect with the dental community and their diverse career goals. During my Oral Sciences PhD program, I have met many dual-degree students and clinicians returning to earn their PhD with goals to stay in academia or become clinical scientists. In contrast, I entered graduate school pursuing industry opportunities. Through attending AADOCR meetings and exploring industry pathways, I have developed a mentorship and research plan aligned with my goals.



As a member of UIC's SRG, I have shared these interests and supported peers with similar goals but who are unsure where to begin. As SRG secretary, I helped organize abstract and poster workshops for UIC Clinic and Research Day, increasing attendance and awareness of how dental research applies across career paths. These workshops enabled students and residents to expand their perspectives, build connections, and explore opportunities beyond traditional roles. Engaging with peers about how research can translate into unconventional careers has been rewarding. I am eager to extend this work beyond UIC by collaborating with other Midwest SRGs and communication with NSRG. After connecting with SRG leaders at the 2026 San Diego AADOCR meeting, I am motivated to contribute to a broader network that highlights diverse career pathways and supports students in pursuing opportunities aligned with their goals.
	Student Activities: In addition to my graduate school courses and lab work, I am grateful to be actively involved in the following organizations and activities:

- Secretary – UIC Dental Student Research Group

- Teaching Assistant – UIC Department of Biological Sciences

- Executive Committee Member – UIC Graduate Student Council


	Research Conducted: Graduate Research – Reed Laboratory

My current research focuses on the heterogeneity of fibroblasts in the craniofacial musculoskeletal system following post-traumatic injury. I am using molecular biology techniques and bioinformatic approaches to understand how these fibroblasts mediate repair through cell-cell and signaling pathway interactions for overall tissue healing.



Undergraduate Research – Peters Laboratory

As a student volunteer in Dr. Sarah Peters' lab, I examined tertiary dentin formation following shallow and deep injuries in mouse molars to assess the impact of transforming growth factor beta on tooth regeneration. I gained experience in using microcomputed tomography methods to quantify data from x-ray scans. 


	Academic Honors: It's been a privilege and honor to share my research with others at a variety of conferences and symposiums, and I am grateful to have received the following honors:



- 2026 AADOCR NSRG 411 Rapid Research Competition Finalist, 

- Poster at 2026 AADOCR Annual Meeting & Exhibition

- 2026 Best Basic Science Poster for Graduate Students, UIC College of Dentistry Clinic and Research Day

- 2026 Gordon Research Seminar Best Poster Award

- Poster at 2025 AADOCR Annual Meeting & Exhibition




