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	Candidate Name: Bhakti Rajeshkumar Patel
	University: Indiana University
	Address: 1121 W Michigan St
	City: Indianapolis
	State: Indiana
	Postal Code: 46202
	Email: patebhak@iu.edu
	Telephone: 2406143790
	Graduation Date: May 2027
	Position: [Regional Representative Only]
	Reasons For Running: I am applying for the NSRG Regional Representative position because I want to help connect our local student research groups with the broader AADOCR community. During my time of 1.5 years at Indiana University School of Dentistry (IUSD), I have seen how getting involved in research completely changes a student's perspective on clinical care. However, many students feel intimidated by the process, struggle to balance it with clinical requirements or think it is only for those pursuing academia. I shared this exact hesitation, so I know how real that barrier is. My goal is to change that by building a stronger, more approachable network in our region.



Recently, I was honored with the "Recognition of Outstanding Research Engagement" for presenting my ongoing work at IUSD’s Research Day. This experience reinforced my belief that students can be successful clinicians and researchers simultaneously. If elected, I want to primarily focus on three aspects:



Regular Communication: Set up informal bi-monthly virtual meetings for local SRG presidents to share things that are working well, troubleshoot problems, and swap event ideas for everyone’s benefit.



Making Opportunities Visible: Actively share information about NIH fellowships and AADOCR travel grants so our region is well-represented at national sessions.



Peer Support: Help schools create simple mentorship programs where senior students can guide D1/D2 students taking their first steps into research.



I want to advocate for the clinician-scientist path and ensure that every student researcher feels supported and connected to the national organization.


	Student Activities: Executive Board, International Student Dental Association (ISDA): Collaborate on initiatives to support the international student community at IUSD through networking events, and provide academic and clinical resources.



Active Member, Student Research Group (SRG): Regularly participate in workshops focused on integrating evidence-based dentistry and the latest research findings into daily clinical practice.



Member, American Student Dental Association (ASDA): Engaged with local chapter initiatives focused on student advocacy and professional development events at the local and national levels to stay informed on issues affecting the future of dentistry.



Member, Cosmetic Dentistry Club: Attend hands-on sessions to learn about aesthetic materials, digital smile design, and minimally invasive restorative techniques.



Member, Prosthodontic Dentistry Club: Participate in advanced case seminars regarding complex restorative cases, including implantology and the management of fixed and removable prosthetics and digital workflow.
	Research Conducted: Primary Student Researcher at Indiana University School of Dentistry (IUSD): Leading an IRB-approved, cross-sectional study assessing adult patients' fluoride knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors. Additionally, contributing to group research evaluating Oral Microbiome kits for patient education.



Study Design & Recruitment: Following a successful 19-participant pilot, the main study targets 500 dentate, English-proficient adults from IUSD Comprehensive Care Clinics. Participants complete a voluntary, anonymous online survey (which serves as informed consent) requiring basic technology and internet access.



Data Analysis: Descriptive statistics will summarize overall trends. Demographics and fluoride variables will be assessed via bivariate tests (chi-square, Kendall’s tau) and multivariable models (binary/ordinal logistic regression). Conducted in SAS and/or R at a two-sided 5% significance level, the 500-participant sample provides 80% power to detect an odds ratio of 1.9 (assuming a 33% positive binary predictor and an $R^2$ of 0.25).



Current Status: Transitioning from the pilot phase to full data collection and statistical analysis for the main cohort.
	Academic Honors: Recognition of Outstanding Research Engagement: Awarded at the 2026 IUSD Research Day for demonstrating significant time commitment to research while maintaining a high GPA and fulfilling all clinical patient requirements.



Dental Student Research Group (DSRG) Fellowship: Received institutional funding and support from Indiana University to fund my current clinical research on patient fluoride awareness and behaviors.



American Academy of Orofacial Pain (AAOP) Student Scholarship: Received a competitive scholarship as one of the two students who were selected to attend the 50th Clinical and Scientific Meeting of AAOP to study advanced diagnostics and pain management techniques. 



Travel Grant to attend AAOP Meeting: Received departmental funding for travel of $1000 to attend the 50th AAOP Meeting and be a student representative of IUSD


